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two Kalakanjas who flew up and became dogs may be the two
hounds representing the two stars of the constellation (K.
Mukherji's Popular Hindu Astronomy, p. 53). The star cluster
may be made to represent the spiders. It is, however, remark-
able that the myth of the Ancient East should be explained by
a new constellation that wa's erected as late as the 17th century ;
this may be a simple coincidence, or Hevelius may have had
his materials from the East.

The import of the myth is very obscure. The formation
of a ^re-altar gradually built up and its sudden breaking down
suggest to us the gradual approach of a comet and its disrup-
tion. Such an event has been more than once witnessed by
modern astronomers. The agency of Indra in its renting into
pieces and the formation of one of its bricks .by Citras make
me believe that such a disruption, if it actually took place,
must have occurred close to Oitra with the summer solstice
passing nearabout.

C.   Deities connected wth Lunar Asterisms.

1. Aryaman. The deity has been invoked some seventy-
seven times. He is closely associated with Mitra and Varuna, as
the latter (two) deities have been invoked sixty-six times with
Aryaman. Indra has been praised eleven times with him.

In spite of the fact that Aryaman has been praised in so
many places, very few of his characteristics have been revealed
to us. He has a milk-giving cow (I. 139. 7). He becomes a
benefactor with the help of Fire (I. 141. 9) and protects the
honest like Fire (I. 186. 2). He takes the side of (that is,
supports) Fire's daughter (V. 3. 2). He is one of the sons of
Aditi (I. 41. 3-7; V. 67. 1). Aryaman, Mitra, and Varuna
remain always associated with one another (VIII, 26. 11) and
protect (us) together (VIII. 27. 17). Their works are of the
same nature (II. 27. 2). They praise the sun in association with
Aditi (VII. 38. 4). They have created the autumn (year),
month, day, night, sacrifice, and rks (VII. 66. 11). Again we
find that Aryaman has been praised for providing a new wife,
once with Bhaga (X. 85. 23) and once with Bhaga and Savitp
(X. 85. 36). Soma has been compared with Aryaman and Mitra
and Varuna.

The name of Aryaman occurs in Vajasaneyisamhita, the
passages being mostly quoted from the Rigveda. In Taittiriya
Samhita we are told that Aryaman, Mitra, and Varuna hold the
three worlds and the three heavens (2. 1, 11). Again he has
been identified with the sun (2, 3, 4). In Atharvaveda, Arya-
man has been invoked for benefit in general,1 to prevent ill-
luck, in marriage ceremonies (XIV. 1, 50; XIV. 2, 13), to
provide a wife or husband (VI. 60. 1), to remove ill omens on
the part of a woman (I. 18. 2) and in the mantras for an easy